2* THE WRITER

| AVING PASSED THE NECESSARY EXAMINATIONS, DOSTOEVSKY
was promoted to the rank of second lieutenant. With
his comrade, Totleben, he rented first a small apartment, then
an immense one with only one room furnished, for which he
paid twelve hundred rubles in assignats. But he liked the
landlord's face, and that was sufficient. Similarly, Simon, his
orderly, was too worthy a fellow to be scolded.
"Let him steal from me," he said, "that won't ruin me."
Actually he was always short of funds, although his pay plus
the subsidies he received from Karepin, his brother-in-law
who had become the support of the family, gave him a steady
income of five thousand rubles a year.
Dostoevsky's life then was extraordinarily restless and
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